
Getting up to speed
We are pleased to have Jona-
than Goetz and other guest 
speakers in an informal panel 
discussion to talk about their 
experiences with the election 
to keep marriage equality in 
the state of Maine. 

They will give their views on 
why same-sex marriage was 
overturned. They will also dis-
cuss the positive outcome of 
the “everything but marriage” 
bill in Washington State.

Our other guest speaker will 
be Jeri Dilno, who will provide 
a long term perspective on the 
equality movement.

After the presentations, we 
will have our cookie social and 
support groups.

PFLAG is 
Honored
San Diego 
Pride has 
a w a r d e d 

PFLAG San Diego $500 from 
their annual philanthropic sup-
port. Besides being known for 
the Pride Parade and Festival, 

in 2009 alone, they will have 
donated close to $100,000 to 
78 different organizations. We 
are very grateful for San Diego 
Pride’s generosity. The check 

presentation will be Decem-
ber 2 at the new Pride offi ces. 
Pride is looking forward to 
2010 to celebrate One World, 
One Heart, One Pride.

Mission Statement
PFLAG promotes the health and well-being of gay, lesbian, 
bisexual and transgender persons, their families and friends 
through Support, to cope with an adverse society; Educa-
tion, to enlighten an ill-informed public; and Advocacy, to end 
discrimination and to secure equal civil rights.  

PFLAG provides opportunity for dialogue about sexual orien-
tation and acts to create a society that is healthy and respect-
ful of human diversity.

PFLAG is a nonprofi t organization with over 250,000 members and almost 500 chapters in the U.S. and abroad
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Current Events

November 19
Lamda Archive Mixer
6:30pm - 7:30 pm
www.lambdaarchives.org 
for more info

November 20
The 8th Annual San 
Diego Transgender Day 
of Remembrance 
The Center at 6:00 pm. 
At 7:00 pm, there will 
be a related program at 
The Center, 3909 Centre 
Street.

November 22
Carlsbad PFLAG 
Meeting 2:00 pm 
Pilgrim United Church 
of Christ
2020 Chestnut
Carlsbad

November 23
San Diego PFLAG 
Meeting 7:00 pm 
1st United Methodist Church 
of San Diego 2231 
Camino Del Rio South
Doors open at 6:45 pm

Other than the bad news in 
Maine, October was a good 
month for the LGBT communi-
ty. On the 12th of October Gov. 
Schwarzenegger signed into 
law two historic LGBT rights 
bills: The Harvey Milk Day bill 
and The Marriage Recogni-
tion and Family Protection 
Act.

With the passage of the Har-
vey Milk Day bill, every May 
22, Harvey Milk’s birthday, 
will now be honored as a day 
of remembrance and sig-
nifi cance. Although schools 

would not close, this bill would 
encourage public schools and 
educational institutions to con-
duct suitable commemorative 
exercises.

The Marriage Recognition and 
Family Protection Act clarifi es 
California family law to explic-
itly recognize marriages of 
same-sex couples performed 
out of state prior to November 
5, 2008. The bill would also ex-
plicitly recognize marriages of 
same-sex couples performed 
out of state after that date as 
carrying all the same rights and 
responsibilities that spouses 
receive, although without the 
designation of marriage.

Both the laws will become ef-
fective January 1, 2010.  Once 
again State Senator Mark 
Leno introduced both these 
bills which were sponsored by 
Equality California.

Other than the bad news i

The Governator comes through 2X

Happy Holiday!
We wish you a safe 
and joyful Happy 
Thanksgiving holiday.  
Please visit our website 
for more 
informa-
tion.



PFLAG thanks you 
for your extra help

Donations to the general fund, 
in memory of Doc Faulkner: 
Olivia & Clive Dorman, Sue 
Randerson, Miriam Clark, 
and thanks to Sue & Tom 
Johnson for providing refresh-
ments for general meeting.

Dear PFLAG

We received the following letter from the 
scholarship winner who was featured in last 
month’s newsletter.

OFFICERS, 
COMMITTEES & 
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Co-Presidents
Karen Thompson 
kthompson@pflag.com

Patti Boman 
(619) 227-6092 
pboman@pflag.com

Past President
Stephen White 
(619) 922-1579
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Sherry Cohen-Richards              
858-292-7111
scohenrichards@pflag.com

Recording Secretary
Olivia Dorman              
619-469-1924
odorman@pflag.com

Corresponding 
Secretary
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pvanwanseele@pflag.com
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Barbara Bodine              
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bbodine@pflag.com 

Greeter
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lbruini@pflag.com

Membership/Info Line 
Support/Outreach
Bobbi Harwood              
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tvorono@pflag.com
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scohenrichards@pflag.com
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Programs
Mark Thompson
mthompson@pflag.com 

Scholarship
Olivia Dorman
 
Spanish Interpreter
Maria Cortinas              
760-758-3294
 
Speakers’ Bureau
Ron Goetz              
619-588-2342
rgoetz@pflag.com 

Transgender 
Coordinator
Evelyn Lindenmuth              
619-300-0396
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Phyllis Van Wanseele              
619-443-6132
pvanwanseele@pflag.com

Website
Robert Sachristan              
admin@pflag.com

Board Members
Karen Thompson, Patti 
Boman, Sherry Cohen-
Richards, Olivia Dorman, 
Phyllis Van Wanseele, 
Barbara Bodine, Mark 
Thompson, Ron Goetz, 
Wayne Walker, Terrie 
Vorono, Eric Portner

Support Groups

There is a PFLAG support 
group near you, no matter 
where you live.  Here are 
our meeting dates and 
locations.
 

NORTH COUNTY COASTAL

Sunday, November 22 at 
2:00 pm, Pilgrim United 
Church of Christ, Pilgrim 
Hall, 2020 Chestnut, Carls-
bad. 

Contact  Larry Gerling, 
(760) 224-2178.
 

 NORTH COUNTY INLAND

Tuesday, December 8 at 
6:30 pm, San Diego Nat. 
Bank Bldg, Community 
Room , 16789 Bernardo 
Center Dr, Rancho Ber-
nardo. 

Contact Sue Fine, 
(858) 673-4560 or pfl ag4sd-
nocnty@san.rr.com.

EAST COUNTY

Monday, December 14 at 
7:00 pm, Summit Unitar-
ian Universalist Church, 
8778 Cottonwood Avenue, 
Santee. 

Contact Ron Goetz,
(619) 588-2342 or whytes-
tonne@hotmail.com.

MI FAMILIA (Spanish)

Meetings are the fi rst and 
third Monday of the month 
at The Center. 

Contact Carolina
(619) 692-2077, ext. 116.
 

 

TRANSGENDER SUPPORT

For more information on 
the Transgender Support 
Group

Contact Kathe Dunn, 
ftm_mom@yahoo.com. 

There  is  still  time to  buy  pies to benefi t Mama’s Kitchen

We hope you will support Mama’s Kitchen’s Pie in the Sky fundraiser. You can purchase 
pies until November 22. See the form for pie choices. You can mail the form to Mama’s 
Kitchen, 1875 Second Avenue, San Diego, CA 92101, order online, www.mamaskitch-
en.org or fax to 619-233-6283. Check online or call 619-233-6262 for the convenient 
location for you to pick up the pies on November 25 (the day before Thanksgiving). 

3252 HOLIDAY COURT  SUITE 106  LA JOLLA, CALIFORNIA 92037-1807
(858) 552-8181 FAX (858) 552-0205

MARRIAGE AND FAMILY THERAPIST
MFC 19321

Luan D. Andrews, M.A.

Hello!

This is Jennifer Ansberry. 
I wanted to thank the San 
Diego PFLAG chapter for 
the honor of receiving the 
Mary Wagner Scholarship 
back in May of 2009. I also 
thought I would share with 
you what I’ve been up to 
the last couple of months 
as it is relevant to the LGBT 
community. 

I am currently living in 
Washington D.C. and in-
terning for Representative 
Henry Waxman. He repre-
sents the West Los Angeles 
area. I chose to intern with 
him because he is the Vice-
Chair of the LGBT equality 
Caucus, and the Human 
Rights Campaign rated him 
100% for his voting record 
on LGBT issues, and that 
was extremely important to 
me. 

I had the privilege of attend-
ing the National Equality 
March two weeks ago also. 
It was empowering to see 
people like Judy Shepard 
(Matthew Shepard’s mom) 

and Daniel 
Choi (a gay 
man that was kicked out of 
the military for coming out 
on television).

But by far my favorite ex-
perience on Capitol Hill 
has been attending the 
News Conference where 
the Senate announced 
the passage of the Hate 
Crimes Bill. The Matthew 
Shepard Act, which would 
extend the defi nition of a 
Hate Crime to include sex-
ual orientation and gender 
identity, has been in the 
works for 11 years. Last 
Thursday, the Senate was 
the last chamber to pass it 

and they are confi dent 
that President Obama 
will sign it into law. At 
the News Conference, 
I heard Joe Solmonese 
(the HRC President) 
speak, along with Sena-
tors Spector, Leahy and 
Levin. I felt like I was a 
part of history witness-

ing the monumental pas-
sage of this legislation.

So please pass this along 
to the rest of the members 
in the San Diego PFLAG 
chapter. It is the support 
of organizations like your-
self that affect the positive 
change that needs to hap-
pen in this country and in 
the world. 

Thank you,

Jennifer Ansberry
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Name Contact Phone
Address City State Zip
Email Sales Person/Team Name

Please put the number of each kind of pie you would like in the boxes provided.  $20 each.
Apple Pie(s) Pecan Pie(s) Pumpkin Pie(s)  Sugar-Free Apple Pie(s)  

Payment  Cash  Check (Payable to Mama’s Kitchen)  Credit Card

 Pie(s) x $20 each = $________  MasterCard  Visa   AmEx  Discover

Card Number Exp. Date Signature
No pie for me, but I would like to make a fully deductible contribution in the amounts of $

Pickup Location
I would like to pick up my Pie(s) at Site

 

Please write the Pickup site name here
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Robert Sachristan CreativeWorks
Graphic Design
619 569-2677



Job well done

PFLAG member, GLSEN 
Board Member, and for-
mer Eagle Scout Mick 
Rabin was the emcee for 
the Scouting for All rally, 
held on October 11.

Fellow PFLAGers joined 
Mick (you’ll notice that 
Mick can still fi t into his 
scout uniform!): Lonnie 
Brunini, Patti Boman, 
and Joan Crawford. 
San Diego president 
of Scouting for All, Howard Menzer, also 
joined the photo op.

Matthew & James, 
Rest In Peace

On October 28, a great and 
historic moment in the fi ght 
for LGBT equality in Amer-
ica occurred as President 
Obama signed the Mat-
thew Shepard and James 
Byrd Jr. Hate Crimes Pre-
vention Act into law. This 
moment has been 11 years 
in the making.

After passing in both the 
House and the Senate by 
comfortable margins, and 
receiving the signature 
from the President, the new 
law extends authority to 
fully investigate and prose-
cute bias-motivated crimes 
where the victim has been 
targeted because of actual 
or perceived gender, sexual 
orientation, gender identity, 
or disability.

The passing of this act is a 
milestone. For the fi rst time 

both Houses of Congress 
and the President have 
said, via legislation, that 
gay, lesbian, bisexual and 
transgender Americans are 
equal Americans, and they 
deserve to be protected 
against attacks and pro-
tected from bias.

One victory down and 
many to go. The next fi ghts 
to move equality forward in-
clude passing ENDA (Em-

ployment Non-Discrimina-
tion Act), repealing DOMA 
(Defense of Marriage Act) 
and “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell”.

PFLAG was proudly rep-
resented at the signing by 
Jody Huckaby, Executive 
Director of PFLAG Na-
tional.

IT’S THAT TIME 
OF YEAR AGAIN:   
TIME TO RENEW
YOUR  PFLAG  
MEMBERSHIP

It’s hard to believe 
that 2010 is almost 
here. And that means 
PFLAG memberships 
are due once again. To 
all of you, thank you for 
being part of our con-
tinuing effort to provide 
support, education, and 
advocacy on behalf 
of our lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, transgender 
community and their 
families. Thank you for 
allowing us to continue 
to provide monthly 
meetings, speakers, 
support groups, an info 
line, newsletters, edu-
cational brochures, etc.

We have continued to 
provide memberships 
at the same low cost, 
year after year, never 
raising dues, in spite 
of increased costs. We 
do this because your 
membership is impor-
tant to us--it enables us 
to strengthen our pres-
ence in the community 
and to have our voices 
heard. There are few 
PFLAG chapters with 
dues as low as ours. In 
addition, we help sup-
port National PFLAG 
by sending $15 of each 

membership to Na-
tional. Therefore, if you 
receive a membership 
solicitation from Na-
tional, we are already 
paying on your behalf.

We need you so we 
hope you will take the 
time now to renew your 
membership or join for 
the fi rst time. Please 
complete the form be-
low, enclose a check, 
and mail it to our post 
offi ce box or give it to 
us at the general meet-
ing.

Remember, a PFLAG 
membership makes 
a great gift with the 
holidays around the 
corner.

We especially want 
to thank those who 
have joined as Lifetime 
Members. We encour-
age others to do the 
same. Additional dona-
tions are always appre-
ciated. One last thing 
to remember if you 
are debating whether 
to join: When you no 
longer need PFLAG, 
PFLAG needs you!

Portraits          Pets          Landscapes          Abstracts

judy Briggs

ARTIST

(858) 279-4879
2780 Cardinal Road Suite A Fax (858) 279-1701
San Diego CA 92123 jon@traumabusters.com

Inner Solutions
Counseling & Psychotherapy

John McWhorter, MSFT
MFC32798

RENEW
YOUR  PFLAG  
MEMBERSHIPEN 

for-
ick 
for 
lly,

ed
at 
is 
e 

n, 
d.
nt 
ward Menzer, also

Your 
Membership is 
important to 

us...

PFLAG
NEEDS 
YOU!

Membership 
Application

 New
 Renewal
 Change of Address
 Please contact me 

    for volunteer 
    opportunities

Confi dentiality is re-
spected.  Your donation 
is tax deductible (Tax ID 
33-05-12868

Make checks payable to:
PFLAG San Diego
PO Box 82762
San Diego, CA 92138

Type of Membership

 Individual ............ $25
 Household  .......... $35
 Business  ............ $40
 Supporting  ......... $50
 Contributing  ..... $100
 Lifetime ........... $1000
 Other  ....... $________
 Accept my donation, 
please do not list.

Please fi ll out, clip and mail this form

Name ........................................................................................ Date  ...........................

Address ................................................................................... Phone ........................

City ........................................................................................... State ...........................

Email ........................................................................................ ZIP ..............................

PFLAG needs you!

con't next page

Highlights 

Jody Huckaby 
has been the Executive Di-
rector of PFLAG National 
since February of 2005. He 
facilitated LGBT grassroots 
organizing and public poli-
cy development on HIV is-
sues, housing, health care 
and research.  Visit www.
pfl ag.org for more info.

Jody Huckaby
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Type of Membership Ple

Show your 
support. 
Buy Ad 
Space!

Support PFLAG 
San Diego County 

Visiting our PFLAG Shop 
and purchase one of our 
great Tees, mouse pads, 
hoodies, even carry all 
bags. 

Wear your support or shop for the 
upcoming holiday season, makes 
a great gift or buy 
it for yourself to 
show your sup-
port for your fam-
ily and friends.
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www.cafepress.com/pfl agsd

Membership forms available at www.pfl ag.com

or go online www.pfl ag.com



Current Events 

December 1 
Mama’s Kitchen & Village 
Hillcrest will host the 
18th Annual Tree of 
Life Lighting Ceremony 
from 6 to 7:30 pm. The 
Ceremony is held each 
year on World AIDS Day 
and commemorates 
those affected by AIDS. 
The Lighting Ceremony 
takes place at Village 
Hillcrest Retail Center, 
3965 Fifth Avenue in 
Hillcrest. There will be 
holiday music provided 
by the Gay Men’s Chorus 
of San Diego. 

December 7
Mi Familia PFLAG 
Meeting 7:00 pm 
GLBT Center
Contact 
Carolina Ramos 
cramos@thecentersd.org

December 12 
“Cool Yule” is a concert 
presented by the almost 
merged (in January) 
Gay Men’s Chorus of 
San Diego and the San 
Diego Men’s Chorus. The 
concert is at 8:00 pm 
at the Balboa Theatre, 
868 Fourth Avenue @ E 
Street, downtown San 
Diego. The combined 
choruses feature over 
100 men’s voices; songs 
will include jazz and 
swing holiday favorites. 
They will be accompanied 
by a 10-piece swing band. 
Ticket prices range from 
$22-38 with discounts for 
students, military, and 
seniors.  More info at:  
www.gmcsd.com.

Phelps lost
Board Member Terrie Vorono 
gave us a fi rst hand report on 
Fred Phelps and his West-
boro Church followers as they 
held an anti-gay rally outside 
of San Diego High School. 

Phelps group was surrounded 
by so many police offi cers that 
they could barely be seen. 
Another corner had a large 
church group with “love” signs. 
Right near the school was the 
large LGBT supportive com-
munity, showing solidarity, and 
as Terrie called it, “joyful noise 
and one big love fest.” 

The students from San Diego 
High and City College were 
part of the supportive group 
and everything was peaceful. 
The consensus was Phelps 
and company walked away 
disappointed since no one re-
ally paid attention to them.

Scholarship Award 
Board Member 
Olivia Dorman 
(r) presents the 
Mary Wagner 
s c h o l a r s h i p 
winner, Jenni-
fer Ansberry 

Mother & Daughter, Jennifer AnsberryMother & Daughter, Jennifer Ansberry
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